HOW AMUSING — At the June festival of Mary, Mother of the Redeemer Parish in North Wales, the

pastor, Msgr. Philip C. Ricci, chats with Pat Imes and his nephew Sam Imes of Oscar's Amusements
Company, Inc. At bottom right, 7-year-old Ryan Cody, accompanied by his mother, Teresa Cody,
plays a game at Sam Imes’ booth. Above left, a boy takes a ride during a past parish carnival at
Maternity B.V.M in Philadelphia.

Of God and ferris wheels

‘Hard work" and ministry at parish carnivals

By CHRISTIE L. CHICOINE
CS&T StarF WRITER

Children yank playfully on their
parents’ arms, pleading for just one
more ride or game at the carnival;
there are bright lights and other
colorful sights, the cheerful sounds
of laughter — and the smell of
popcorn, cotton candy and other
delights.

While Catholics make family
memories at their parish festivals,
not all are thinking about the carni-
val workers doing the hard work
behind the fun.

But the Church is thinking about
them — our parish priests bless
them in their work, schedule addi-
tional Masses to accommodate their
schedules, and welcome them, if
only temporarily, into the parish
family.

Father George A. Majoros, pas-
tor of Maternity B.V.M. Parish in
Philadelphia, noted the bond be-
tween his parish and Skelly’s
Amusements, Inc. in New Jersey,
which provides entertainment at
Maternity’s annual carnival in May.

At the beginning of the carnival,
Father Majoros personally wel-

comes and bestows a blessing on
the amusement personnel, asking
that God bless them with “safety,
good weather, fun — and,” he said
with a laugh, “* lots of money.”

It’s important that the carnival is
grounded in prayer, Father Majoros
said. “We want to make sure that
all that we do—even socially —is
centered and rooted in Christ,
through our Lady.”

Maternity’s carnival tradition-
ally begins the day after Mother’s
Day. On Mother’s Day, a crown-
ing ceremony of the statue of the
(CARNIVAL continued on page 2)
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